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By Steve Matteo

NANCY ATLAS HAS BEEN ONE OF THE EAST END music scene’s longest 
running success stories. Atlas and her band put on one of the most 
raucous, goodtime rock shows one is likely to ever see, but she also 
writes and sings songs from the heart that make her one of New 
York’s preeminent singer-songwriters. Her bluesy rock style, laced 
with authentic country twang, has an edgy force, yet her mixing of 
styles, heartfelt songs and raw vocals make her music timeless. Her 
latest CD, Feels Like A Home (Neptuna), is a live double disc that was 
recorded in August of 2006 at Guild Hall in East Hampton. As good as 
her previous studio albums are, this release puts all of Atlas and her 
band’s talents on full display.

Atlas grew up in Commack and now lives in Montauk, but she has 
lived all over the East End. She’s married and has a toddler and, 
although she has not been touring nationally of late, she packs them 
in when she performs regularly at Stephen Talkhouse in Amagansett.

Atlas shines when she’s on stage and it’s clear that she enjoys it. “I 
love performing live,” Atlas said. “I think people are attracted to us 
as a live band because we deliver the goods consistently. I have 
different shows for different avenues of music.” It’s apparent that a 
lot of her success is due to the musical bond she has with her band. 
“I love my band,” she stated. “I am proud of my band. I love these 
shows. They are a true battle between band and audience and I wake 
up the next morning exhausted and well bruised with feathers from 
my boa still sticking to my neck.”

Whether live or on record, Atlas draws from a broad well of 
influences, which are always changing. “My parents listened to a ton 
of classical music, intermixed with Simon and Garfunkel and Judy 
Collins,” she recalled. “When I was younger I listened to a lot of the 
Police, Genesis, Steve Winwood, Bob Marley, Buckwheat Zydeco and 
the Pretenders. In the past few years I’ve gotten turned on to 
Lucinda Williams and, of course, the god of all gods, Tom Petty. Sweet 
Jesus, can that man write songs! I have a fantasy about opening up 
for Petty at Red Rocks.”



While spending more time with her family and less time on the road 
has marked a big change for Atlas, it seems like personally she’s in a 
good place. “I haven’t toured in the past two years as I have a 17- 
month-old son now, but the road is always calling and I’m sure we’ll 
be back in that saddle soon enough,” she stated. “I think success is 
being able to do what we do and walk down to the beach at the end 
of the day, not packing up my life every 48 hours and hauling off to 
another town.”

Nancy Atlas will be playing the Regatta Party at Barcelona Neck in 
Sag Harbor on August 5 and the Stephen Talkhouse on August 11 and 
23. For more information, visit www.nancyatlas.com.


